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SERMON XIII.

The Potter and the Clay.

Jer. xviii. I— 6.

^he word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord^
f^y^^'Z-^

Arife^ and go down to the potter''s houfe^ and there I

will caufe thee to hear my words, 'Then I went down

to the potter's houfe^ and behold^ he wrought a work

en the wheels. And the veffel that he made of clay was

raarred in the hands of the potter^ fo he ynade it again

another vejfel^ as feemed good to the potter to -make it.

^hen the word of the Lord came to me, faying, O houfe

of Ifrael, cannot I do with you as this potter? faith the

Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, fo

are ye in mine handy houfe of IfraeL

AT fundry times, and in divers manners, God was pleafed

to fpeak to our fathers by the prophets, before he fpoke

to us in thefe laft days by his Son. To Elijah, he revealed

himfelf by a fmall ftill voice. To Jacob, by a dream. To
Mofes, he fpake face to face. Sometimes he was plcafed to

fend a favourite prophet on fome efpecial errand ; and whilft

he was thus employed, vouchfafcd to give him a particular

meffage, which he was ordered to deliver without referve to

all the inhabitants of the land. A very inftru£^ive inftance of

this kind we have recorded in the paflage now read to you.

The firft verfe informs us that it was a word, or mefTage,

which came immediately from the Lord to the prophet Jere^

miah. At what time, or how the prophet was employed

N 3 when
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when it came, we arc not told. Perhaps, whilfl he

was praying for thofe who would not pray for themfclves :

Perhaps, near the morning, when he wa&Jlambering or mu-

fir^g pn hi? bed. For the word came to him, faying, " Arife.'*

And what muft he do when rifen ? He mufl " go down to

the potter's houfe'* (the prophet knew where to find it) " and

there (fays the great Jehovah) I will caufe thee to hear my
words." Jcre?rjah does not confer with ficfl:i and blood, he

docs not objeil: that it was dark or cold, or defire that he

plight have his mefiage giyen hini there, but without the leaft

hefitation is immediately obedient to the heavenly vifion.

" Then (fays lie) I went down to the potter's houfe, and be-

hold he wrought a work upon the wheels." Juft as he was

entering into the houfe or workfliop, the potter, it fecms,

ha4 a velTcl upon his wheel. And was there any thing fo ex-

traordinary in this, that it fliould be uflieied in with the

word Behold ? What a dreaming vifionary, or fupcifcitious

enthufiaft, would this Jeremiah be accounted, even by many
who read his prophecies with feeming refpeiSt, was he alive

now ? But this was not the firft Umtjeremiah had heard from

heaven in this manner. He therefore willingly obeyed ; and

Jiad you or I accompanied him to the potter's houfe, 1 believe

we fhould have feen him filcntly, but intenfely waiting ypon

his great and all- wife Commander, to know wherefore he fent

him thither. Methinks I fee him all attention. He takes

notice, that " the vefie! was of clay j" but as he held it in his

hand, and turned round the wheel, in order to work it into

fpme p^rticuhir form, '' it was marred in the hands of the

potter,'* and confequently unfit for the ufe he before intended

to put it to. And what becomes of this marred vefu 1 ? Being

thus marred, I fuppofe, (he potter, without the Icaft imputa-

tion of injuftice, might have thrown it afide, and taken up

another piece of clay in its room. But he did not. " He
made it again another vell'el." And does the potter call a

council of his dopaeftics, to enquire of them what kind of

yeilcl they would advife him to make of it ? No, in no wife.

^' He made it again another veiTel, as feemed good to the pot-

|:er to make it."

" Then," adds 'Jeremiah^ whilft he was in the way of duty

•^then-r-whllft he was nientally crying, Lc^d what woulJit

3 thou
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thou have mc to do ? '^ Then the Word of the Lord came

unto me , faying, O houfe of fjrael, cannot I do with you as

this potter ? faith the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the

hands of the potter (marred, and unfit for the firft defigncd

purpofe) fo are ye in mine hand, C houfe of IJra " At

length, then, Jeremiah hath his fermon given to him : fliort,

but popular. It was to be delivered to the whole houfe of

Jfrael^ princes, priefts, and people : (hort, but pungent, even

{harp< r than a two-edged fword. What ! fays the fovereign

Lord of heaven and earth, muft I be denied the privilege of

a common potter ? May I not do what I will with my own ?

" Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hands, fo arc ye in

mine hand?, O houfe of Ij'rael. I made and formed you in-

to a people, and blefled ycu above any other nation under

heaven : but, O IjraeU thou by thy backfiidings haft deftroyed

thyfelf. As the potter therefore might juftly have thrown

afide his marred clay, fo may I juftly unchurch and unpeople

you. But what if I ftiould come over the mountains of your

guilt, heal your backfiidings, revive my work in the midft of

the years, and caufe your latter end greatly to increa/e ? Be-

hold, as the clay is in the hands of the potter, lying at his

difpofal, either to be deftroyed or formed into another veftel,

fo are ye in my hands, O houfe of Ifrael : I may either re^

J£<St, and thereby ruin you, or I may revifit and revive you ac-

cording to my own fovereign good will and pleafure, and who

fhall fay unto me, what doft thou?'*

This feems to be the genuine interpretation, and primary

intention of this beautiful part of holy writ. But waving all

further enquiries about its primary defign or meaning, 1 Ihall

now proceed to ftiew, that what the glorious Jehovah here

fays of the houfe of Ifrael in general, is applicable to every in-

dividual of mankind in particular. And as I prefume this may

be done,- without either wire-drawing fcripture on the one

hand, or wrefting it from its original meaning on the other,

not to detain you any longer, 1 fliall, from the pafTage thus

explained and paraphrafed, deduce, and endeavour to enlarge

on thefe two general heads.

FirJ}^ I (hall undertake to prove, that every man naturally

engendered of the oftspring of Adam^ is in the fight of the

all-feeing, heart-fcarching God, only as a " piece of marred

clay." N 4 Secondly

^
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Escondly^ That bping thus marred, he mufl necefiarily btt

renewed : and under this head, we fiiall likcwife point out

by whole agency this mighty change is to be brought about.

Thtfe particuhlrs being difcuiTed, way will naturally be

made for a fhort word of application.

/Vr//, 1^0 prove that every man naturally engendered of the

pfispring of Jdam^ is in the fight of an all-f;:eing, heart-

fcarching God, only as a piece of marred clay.

Be pleafed to obferve, that v;e fay every man naturally en-

gendered of the offspring of Adaip^ or every man fmce the

fall : for if we confider man as he firft came out of the hands

pf his Maker, he was far from being in fuch melancholy cir-

cumftances. No : he was originally made upright j or as

MofcSy that facred penman, declares, " God made him after

his own iiTiage.'' Surely never was fo much expreffed in fo

few words ; which hath often made me v/onder how that

great critic Longinus-, who fo juftly admires the dignity and

grandeur o^ MoJes*h account of the creation, and ^' Gop faid,

JLet there be light, and there was light •,'* I fay I have often

wondered why he did not read a little further, and beftow as

juli an encomium upon this fhort, but withal inexprefiibly

auguft and comprehenfive del'cription of the formation of man,
** (o Got) created m.m in Ij is own image.-' Struck with a

fieep fenfe of. fuch amazing goodnefs, and that he might im-

prefs yet a deeper fenfe of it upon our minds too, he imme-

diately adds, " in the image of GoD made he him." A
council of the moft adorable Trinity was called on this im-

portant occafion : God did not fay, Let there be a man, and

there was a man, but God faid, " Let us make man in our

image, after our likenefs." This is the account which the

lively oracles of God do give ug of man in his firft eftate :

but it is yery remarkable, that the tranfition from the account

of his creation to that of his mifery, is very quick, and why I

For a very good reafon, becaufc he foon fell from his pri-

meval dignity
i and by that fall, the divine image is fo de-

faced, that he is now to be valued only as antiquarians value

an ancient medal, merely for the fake of the image and fu-

perfcription once ftamped upon it ; or of a fecond divine im-

prfefs, which, through grace^ it may yet receive.

i ^

"

Let
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Let us take a more particular furvey of him, and fee whe-

ther thefe things are fo or not : and firft, as to his under-

/iatiding. As man was created originally " after God in

knowledge," as well as righteoufnefs and true holincfs, wc
may rationally infer, that his underftanding, in refpecl: to

things natural^ as well as divine, was of a prodigious extent

:

for he was made but a little lower than the angels, and con-

fequently being like them, excellent in his undcrftanding, he

Knew much of God, of himfclf, and all about him ; and in

this as well as every other rcfpecSl, was, as Mr. Collier ex-

prefTes it in one of his efTays, a perfect major: but this is far

from being our cafe now. For in refpect to natural thirgs^

our underftandii^.gs are evidently darkened, it is but little

chat we can know, and even that little knov/Iedge which we

can acquire, is with much wearinefs of the flefh, and we are

doomed to gain it as we do our diiily bread, I mean by the

IVeat of our brov/s.

Men of low and narrow minds foon commence wife in theif

own conceits : and having acquired a little (mattering of the

Jearned languages, and made fonie fmall proficiency in the dry

fcienres, are eafily tempted to look upon themfelves as a head

taller than their fellow mortals, and accordingly too, too

cfren put forth g*-eat fwelling words of vanity. But perfons

of a more exalted, and extenfive reach of thought, dare not

boalf. N J : they know that the grcateft fcholars are in the

dark, in rcfpcdt to many even of the minuted things in life :

and after all their painful refearches into the Arcarut Nature

^

they find fuch an immenfe void, fuch an unmeafurable ex-

panfe yet to be travelled over, that they are obliged at laft to

conclude, almoft with refpe6t to every thing, *' that they

|cnow nothing yet as they ought to know." This confidera-

tion, no doubt, led Socrates^ when he was afked by one of

his fcholars, why the oracle pronounced him the wifeft man

on earth, to give him this judicious anfwcr, " Perhaps it is,

«' becaufe I am moll fenfible of my own ignorance." Would

to God, that all who call themfelves chriftians, had learnt fo

much as this heathen ! We fhould then no longer hear fo

many learned men, falfely fo called, betray their ignorance by

boafting of the extent of their fnallow underftanding, nor by

profelling themfelves- io wile, prove themfelves fuch arrant

pejdantjc fools. If
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If wc view our undcrftandings in rcfpcc^ to fpiritual things^

we {hall find that they are not only darkened, but become

darknefs itCeU", even "• darknefs that may be felt" by all who
are not paft feeling. And how fliould it be otherwife, fince

the infallible word of God aflures us, that they are alienated

from the light and life of God, and thereby naturally as in-

capable to judge of divine and fpiritual things, comparatively

jpeaking, as ^ man born blind is incapacitated to diilinguifli

the various colours of the rainbow. '* The natural man,

(fays an infpired apoflle) difcerneth not the things of the

Spirit of God ;" fo far from it, "they arc foolifhnefs unto

him ;" and why ? Becaufe they are only to be " fpiritually

difcerned." Hence it was, that NicodetJius^ who was blelled

with an outward and divine revelation, who was a ruler of the

Jnusy nay a mafter of Ifrael^ when our Lord told him, " he

inuft be born again j" appeajcd to be quite grappled. " How
(fays he) can a man be born when he is old ? can he enter a

lecond time into his mother's womb and be born ? how can

thefe things be?" Were three more ablurd queftions ever pro-

pofed by the moft ignorant man alive ? or can there be a

clearer proof of the blindnefs of man's underllanding, in re-

Ipccl to divine, as well as natural things ? Is not man then a

piece of marred clay ?

This will appear yet more evident, if we confider the per-

verfe befit of his zvill. Being made in the very image of God;
undoubtedly befo:e the fall, man had no other will but his

Maker's. God's will, and Adarns^ were then like unifons in

rnufic. There was not the leaft difunion, or difcord between

them. But now he hath a will, as direclly contrary to the

will of God, as light is contrary to darknefs, or heaven to

hell. We all bring into the world with us a carnal mind,

which is not onlyan enemy to God, but ^' enmity itfelf, and

which is therefore not fubjeft unto the law of God, neither

indeed can it be." A great many fliew much zeal in talking

aeainft the man of fin, and loudly (and indeed very juftly)

exclaim againft the Pcpe for fitting in the temple, I mean the

church of Christ, and *' exalting himfelf above all that is

called God." But fay not within thyfelf, who fhall go to

Rohie^ to pull down this fpiritual antichrift ? as though there

>vas no antichrifi but wha; is without us. For know, O
man.
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man, whoever thou art, an infinitely more dangerous anti-

chrif}, becaufe lefs difcerncd, even fclf-will^ fits daily in th«

temple of thy heart, exalting itfell above all that is called

God, and obliging all its votaries to fay of Christ himfelf,,

that Prince of peace, *' we will not have this man to rei^n

over us." God's people, whofe fpiritual fenfes are cxcrcifed

about fpiritual things, and whpfe eyes are opened to fee the

abominations that are in their hearts, frequently feel this to

their forrow. Whether they will or not, this enmity from

time to time bubbles up, and in fpight of all their watchful-

nefs and care, when they arc under the preflure of fome fliarp

affli^ion, a long defcrtion, or tedious night of temptation,

they often find fomething withiq rifing in rebellion againft the

all-wife difpofals of divine Providence, and faying unto God
their heavenly Father, *' what doft thou T' This makes them

to cry (and no wonder, fince it conftrained one of the greatelt

faints and apoftles firft to introduce the expreilion) " C)

wretched man that I am, who fliall deliver me from the body

of this death ?" The fpiritual and renewed foul groans thus,

being burdened ; but as for the natural and unawakened man,

it is not fo with him ; felf-will, as well as every other evil,

either in a more jatcnt or difcernable manner, reigns in his

unrenewed foul, and proves him, even to a dcrnonflration to

others, whether he knows, or will confefs it hjn-ifelf or not,

that in refpecl to the diforders of his will, as well as his un-

derftanding, man is only a piece of marred clay.

A tranfient view of fallen man's affc^ions vixW yet more

firmly corroborate this melancholy truth. Thefe, at his

being firft placed in the paradife of God, were always kept

within proper bounds, fixed upon their proper objeds, and,

like io many gentle rivers, fweetly, fpontancoufly and habitu-

ally glided into their ocean, God. But now the fcene is

changed. For we are now naturally full of vile afi-\^dtions,

which like a mighty and impetuous torrent carry all before

them. We love what we fhould hate, and hate v/hat we

(hould love ; we fear what we (hould hope for, and hope for

what we fhould fear; nay, to fach an ungovernable height

do our afifections (ometimes rife, that though our judgnients

are convinced to the contrary, yet we will gratify our pafiions

though it be at the cxpcace of our prefenl and eternal welfare.

We
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Wc feel a war of our affcilbns, warring agamft the law of

our minds, and bringing us into captivity to the law of fin and

death. So that video nuliora prchoque^ deteriora fequor^ I ap-

prove of better things but follow worfe, is too, too often the

pra£iice of us all.

I am fenfible, that many are offended, when mankind arc

compared to beafts and devils. And they might have fome

ihadow of reafon for being fo, if we aflertcd in a phyfical

fenfe, that they were really beafts and really devils. For then»

as I once heard a very learned prelate, who was obje^ling

agalnft this comparifon, obferve, " a man being. a beaft wo-jld

be incapable, and being a devi!, would be under an impoffi-

bility of being faved." But when we make ufe of fuch y?;^?^/-

ing comparifons^ as he was pleafed to term them, v/e would be

underftood only in a moral fenie; and in fo doing, we affert

no more than fome of the moft holy men of God have faid

of themfelves, and others, in the lively oracks many ages ago.

Holy David, the man after God*s own heart, fpeaking of

himfelf, fays, " fo foolifh was I, and as a beaft before thee."

And holy Jcb^ fpeaking of man in general, fays, that " he is

born as a wild afs's colt," cr take away the expletive, which

as fome think ought to be done, and then he pofitivcly alFcrts,

that man is a wild afs's colt. And what fays our Lord, " Ye
are of your father the devil ;" and " the whole world is faid

to lie in him, the wicked one, who now rules in the children

of difobedience," that is, in all unrenewed fouls. Our ftupi-

dity, pronenefs to fix our aff'ecfcions on the things of the earth,

and our eagcrnefs to make proviiion for the flefh, to fulhl the

lufts thereof, evidence us to be earthly and brutal ; and our

mental paffions, anger, hatred, malice, envy, and fuch like,

prove v;ith equal ftrength, that wc are alfo devilifh. Both

together confpire to evince, that in refpe£l to his affe6)ions, as

well as his underftanding and will, man defervcdly may be

termed a piece of marred clay.

The prefent blindnefs of natural coyifcience makes this appear

in a yet more glaring light; in the foul of the firft man Adam^

confciencc was no doubt the candle of the Lord, and enabled

him rightly and inft:antaneoufly to difcern between good and

evil, right end wrong. And, bleftcd be God ! fome remains

of this are yet left; but alas, how dimly does it burn, and

h(^
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how eafily and quickly is it covered, or put out and extin-

guifhed. I need not fend you to the heathen world, to learn

the truth of this ; you all know it by experience. Was there

no other evidence, your own confciences are inltead of a

thoufand witncfies, that man, as to his natural confcience, as

well as underftanding) will and afFedions, is much marred

clay.

Nor does that great and bcsfted Diatia^ I mean unafTifted

unenlightened reafon^ lefs dcmonftrate the judnefs of fuch an

aflertion. Far be it from me to decry or exclaim againft hu-

man reafon. Christ himfelf is called the " Logos, the Rea-

fon ;'* and I believe it would not require much learning, or

take up much time to prove, that fo far and no farther than

as we a<£l agreeably to the laws of Christ Jesu?, ore wC
any way conformable to the laws of right reafon. His fervice

is therefore called '* a reafonable fervice." And however his

fervants and followers may now be looked upon as fools and

madmen ; yet there will come a time, when thofe who defj5ifc

and fet themfelves to oppofe divine revelation, will find, that

what they now call reafon, is only reafm depraved^ and as

utterly incapable, of itfelf, to guide us into the way of peace,

or (hew the way of falvation, as the men of Sodom were tO'

find Lot's door after they were ftrack with blind nefs by tht

angels, who came to lead him out of the city. The hdrrid

and dreadful millakes, which the moft refined reafoners in the

heathen world ran into, both as to the object-, as well a.?

manner of divine worfbip, have fufiiciently demonftrated the

weaknefs and depravity of human reafon : nor do our qioderri

boafters afford us any better proofs of the greatnefs of its

ftrength, fince the bed improvement they generally make of it,

is only to reafon themfelves into downright wilful infidelity,

and thereby reafon themfelves out of eternal falvation. Need

we now any further witncfs, that man, fallen man, is alto-

gether a piece of marred clay ?

But this is not all. We have yet more evidence to call ; for

Jo the biindnefs of our underftandings, the perverfenefs of our

will, the rebellion of our affedlions, the corruption of our

confciences, the depravity of our reafon prove this charge^

and does noc the prefent d'lforderedframe and cnnjlitution of our

'hodies confirm the fame alfo ? Dcubtlefs in this refpedl, man,

in
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In the mofi: literal fenfe of the word, is a piece'df marred claf.

For God originally made him of the '^ duft df the earth." So

that notwithftanding our boafting of our high pedigrees, and

different defcent, we were all originally upon a level, and a

little red earth was the common fubftratum out of which we

were all formed. Clay indeed it was, but clay wonderfully

modified, even by the immediate hands of the Creator of

heaven and earth. One therefore hath obferved^ that it is faid

*' God built the man ;" he did not form him raftily or haftily,

but built and finiftied him according to the plan before laid

down in his own eternal mind. And though, as the great

God is without body, parts, or pallions, we cannot fuppofc

when it is faid " God made man after his own image," that

it has any reference to his body, yet 1 cannot help thinking

(with Doci:or South) that as the eternal Logos was hereafter

to appear, God manifeft in the flefti, infinite wifdom was

undoubtedly exerted in forming a cafket into which fo inva-

luable a pearl was in the fulnei's of time to be depofited. Some

of the ancients are faid to have afierted, that man at the firft^

had what we call a glory fhining round him; but without at-

tempting to be wife above what is written, we may venture to

afiirm, that he had a glorious body, which knowing no fin,

knew neither fieknefs nor pain. But now on this, as well

as other accounts, he may juftly be called Ickabod; for its

primitive ftrength and glory are fadly departed from it, and

like the ruins of fome ancient and ftately fabric, only fo

much left as to give us fome faint idea of what it was when

it firft appeared in it$ original and perfe6l beauty. The apoftle

Paul^ therefore, who knew how to call things by their proper

names, as well as any man living, does not fcruple to term

the human body, though in its original conftitution fearfully

and wonderfully made, a " vile body ;" vile indeed ! fince it

is fubject to fuch vile difeafes, put to fuch vile, yea very vile

ufes, and at length is .to come to fo vile an end. '' For duft

we are, and to duft we muft return." This among other

confidcrations, we may well fuppofe, caufed the bleflcd Jesus

to weep at the grave of Lazarus. He wept, not only bccaufe

his friend Lazarus was dead, but he wept to fte human na-

ture, through man's own default, thus laid in ruins, by being

fubjed unto fuch a diflblution, made like unto th-e beafts that

perifti,

I.et
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Let us here paufe a while, and with our fympathizing

Lord, Tee if we cannot flied a few lilent tears at leaft, upon

the fame forrowful occafion. Who, who is there amongft

us^ that upon fuch a melancholy review of man's prefcnr,

real, and moft deplorable depravity both in body and foul,

can refrain from weeping over fuch a piece of marred clay ?

Who, who can help adopting holy David's lamentation over

S^ul and Jonathan F " How are the mighty fallen I How are

they flain in their high places!" Originally it was not fo.

No, " God made man after his own image : in the image

of God made he man." Never was there fo much exprefled

in fo few words. He was created after God in righteoufnefs

and true holinefs.

This is the account, which the facred volume gives us

of this interefling point. This, this is that blefTed book,

that book of books, from whence^ together with an appeal

to the experience of our own hearts, and the teftimonies of all

paft ages, we have thought proper to fetch our proofs. For,

after all, we muft be obliged to divine revelation, to know
what we were, what we arc, and what we are to be. In

ihefe, as in a true glafs, we may fee our real and proper like-

nefs. And from thefe only can we trace the fource and foun-

tain of all thofe innumerable evils, which like a deluge have

overflowed the natural and moral world. If any fhould ob-

je6l againft the authenticity of this revelation, and confe-

quently againft the doctrine this day drawn from thence, they

do in my opinion thereby very much confirm it. For unlefs

a man was very much difordered indeed, as to his underftand-

ing, will, afFecSlions, natural confcience, and his power of

reafoning, he could never poHibly deny fuch a revelation,

which is founded on a multiplicity of infallible external

evidence?, hath fo many internal evidences of a divine ftamp

in every page, is fo fuited to the common exigencies of all

mankind, fo .agreeable to the experience of all men, and

which hath been fo wonderfully handed arKi preferved to

us, hath been fo inflrumental to the convicting, convert-

ing, and comforting fo many millions of fouls, and hath

flood the left of the moft fevere fcrutinies, and exa£l cri-

ticifms of the moft fubtle and refined, as well as of the moft

malicious and perfecuting enemies, that ever lived, even from

the beginning of time to this very day. Perfons of fuch a

turn
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turn of mind, I think, are rather to be prayed for, than dif-

puted with, if i'o be this perverfe wickcdnefs of their hearts

may be forgiven them :
*' They are in the very gall of bitt^r-

nefs, and miift have ''• their confciences feared as it were with

a red-hot iron,*' and muft have their eyes *' blii-dcd by tie

God of this world/* otherwife they could not but fee, and feeU

and aflent to the truth of this doctrine, of man's being urv-

verlaily depraved ; which not only in one or two, but in one

or two thoufands, in every page, I could almoft hy, is writ-

ten, in fuch legible chara6lers, that he that runs may r^:\^.

Indeed, revelation itfelf is founded upon the dodtrine of the

fall. Had we kept our original integrity, the law of God
would have yet been written in our hearts^ and thereby the

want of a divine revelation, at leaft fuch as ours, would have

been fuperfeded ; but being fallen, inftead of rifing in rebel-

lion againft God, we ought to be filled with unrpeakable

thankfulnefs to our all bountiful Creator^ who by a few lines

in his own books hath difcovered more to us, than all the

pliiloftiphers and mod: learn^fd men in the world could, or

would, have difcovered, though they bad ftudied to al!

eternity.

I am well aware^ that fome who pretend to own the vali-

dity of divine revelation, are norwithftanding enemies to thd

do61rine that hath this day been delivered j and would fa'.ri

elude the force of the proofs generally urged in defence of it,

by faying^ they only befpeak the corpuption of particular per-

fons, or have reference only to the heathen world : but i\ic\i

perfciis err, not knowing their own hearts, or the power of

Jesus Christ : for by nature there is no difference between

yew or Gentile^ Greek or Barbarian^ bond or free. We are

altogether equally become abominable in God's fight, all

equally falkn (hort of the glory of GcD, and confequentiy

all alike fo many pieces of marred claly.

How GcD came to fuffer man to fall ? hove^ long man

ftood before he fell ? and how the corruption contra-dted by

the fdllj is propagated to every individtial of his fpecies ? are

qucliions of fuch an abftrufe and critical nature, that fhoulgl

] undertake lo anfwer them, would be only gratifying a fin-

ful curiofity, and tempting you, as Satan tempted our firfb

pcircHts^ to eat forbidden fru^t. It will much better anfwer
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t^e defign of this prcfent difcourfe, which is pradical, to pafs

oa

II. To the next thing propofed, and point, out to you the

abfolute nccciTity there is of this fallen nature*s beino- re-

cewed.

This I have had all along in my eye, and on account of

this, have purpofely been fo explicit on the firft general head :

for has Archhncdes once faid, " Give me a place where I may
'* fix my foot, and I will move the world \* fo without the

lead imputation of arrogance, with which, perhaps, he was
juftly chargeable, we may venture to fay, grant the foregoing

do6lrine to be true, and then deny the ncceinty of man's be-

ing renewed who can.

I fuppofe, I may take it for granted, that all of you amongft

whom I am now preaching the kingdom of God, hope after

death to go to a place which we call Heaven. And my heart's

defire and prayer to God for you is, that you all may have

manfions prepared for you there. But give me leave to tell

you, was you now to fee thefe heavens opened, and the an-

gel (to ufe the words of theferaphic Hervey) cloathed with all

his heavenly drapery, with one foot upon the earth, and ano-

ther upon the fea ; nay, were you to fee and hear the an^el

of the everlafling covenant, Jesus Christ himfclf, pro-

claiming " time fliali be no more," and giving you all an in-

vitation immediately to come to heaven j heaven would be

no heaven to you, nay it would be a hell to your fouls, un-

lefs you were firft prepared for a proper enjoyment of it here

on earth. ^* For what communion hath light with darknefs ?'*

Or what fellowfhip could unrenewed fons of Belial pofiibly

keep up with the pure and immaculate Jesus ?

The generality of people form flrange ideas of heaven.

And becaufe the fcriptures, in condefcenfion to the weaknefs

of our capacities, defcribe it by images taken from earthly

delights and human grandeur, therefore they are apt to carry

their thoughts no higher, and at the heft only form to them-

felves a kind of Mahometan paradife. But permit me to tell

you, and God grant it may fink deep into your hearts ! Hea-

ven is rather a (hte than a place 5 and confequerftly, unl?fs

Vcj.. V. O you

46
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you are previoufiy difpofed by a Tuitablc ftate of mind, yoii

could not be happy even in heaven itfelt For what is grace

but glory militant ? What is glory but grace triumphant ?

This confidcraticn made a pious author fay, that ^' holinefs,

" happinefs, and heaven, were only three different words for one

«' and the felf-fame thing." And this made the great Prejhn^

when he wai about to die, turn to his friends, faying, " I am
*« changing my place, but not my company." He had con-

verfed wiih God and good men on earth; he was going to

keep up the fame, and infinitely more refined communion

with God, his holy angels, and the fpirits ofjuft men made

perfect, in heaven.

To make us m.eet to be blifsful partakers of fuch heavenly

company, this " marred clay," I mean, thefe depraved na-

tures of ours, muH: necelBrily undergo an univerfal moral

change : our underftandings muO: be enlightened \ our wills,

reafon, and confciences, muft be renewed ; our affedlions

mufl be drawn toward, and fixed upon things above j and

becaufe flefh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven,

this corruptible muil: put on incorruption, this mortal mult

put on immortality. And thus old things muft literally pafs

away, and behold all things, ev«en the body as well as the

faculties of the foul, mull become new.

!

This moral change is what fome call, repentance, fome,

converfion, fome, regeneration ; choofe what name you pleafe,

I only pray God, that wc all may have the thing. The

fcriptures call it holinefs, fanclincation, the new creature,

and cur Lord calls it a *' New biith, or being born agaisi,

or born from above." Thcfe are not barely figurative expref-

fions, or the flights of eaftern language, nor do they barely

denote a relative change of ftate conferred on all thofe who

are admitted into Christ's church by baptifm j but thty

denote a real, moral change of heart and life, a real partici-

pation of the divine life in the foul of man. Some indeed con-

tent themfelves with a figurative interpretation j but unlefs

they are made to experience the power and eiticacy thereof,

by a folid living experience in their own fouls, all their learn-

ing, all their laboured criticifms, will not exempt them from a

real damnation. 'Christ hath faid sr, and Christ will Hand,

*' Unlefs a man/' learned or unlearned, hi^h or "low, though

he
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he be a maflcr of Ifriiel as Nicodemus was, unlefs lie " be borzi

again, he cannot IcC, he cannot enter into the kingdom oi

God."
If it be enquired, who Is to be the potter ? and by whofc

agency this miirred clay is to be formed into another veflel ?

Or in other words, if it be afked, how thi.s great and mighty

change is to be effed^ed ? I anfwer, not by the mere dint

and force of moral fuafion. This is good in its place. And
I am fo far from thinking, that chrillian preachers fliould

not make ufe of rational arguments and motives in their fer-

mons, that I cannot think they are fit to preach at all, who
either cannot, or will not ufe them. We have the example

of the great God himfclf for fuch a practice ;
" Come (fays

he) and let us rcafon together." And St. Paul, that prince

of preachers, " reafoned of temperance, and righteoufnefs, and

a judgment to come." And it is remarkable, "that whiHl

he was reafoning of thefe things, Felix trembled." Nor arc

the mofl perfuafive drains of holy rhetoric Icfs needful for a

Icribc ready inflruiled to the kingdom of God. The fcrip-

tures both of the Old and New Teftament, CMcry where

abound with them. And when can they be more properly

employed, and brought forth, than when we are ailing as

ambafladors of heaven, and befeeching poor fmners, as in

Christ's ftead, to be reconciled unto God. All this we readily

grant. But at the fame time, I would as foon go to yonder

church-yard, and attempt to raife the dead carcafes, with a

" come forth," as to preach to dead fouls, did I not hope for

fome fuperior power to make the word eft'eitual to the defigned

end. I fhould only be like a founding brafs for any favino-

purpofes, or as a tinkling cymbal. Neither is this change to

be wrought by the power of our own free-will. This is an

idol every where fet up, but we dare not fall down and wor-

ship it. " No man (fays Christ) can come to me, unlefs

the Father draw him." Our own free-will, if improved, may
reftrain us from the commifTion of many evils, and put us in

tlie way of converfion ; but, after exerting our utmoft efforts

(and we are bound in duty to exert them) we fhall find the

words of our own church article to be true, that " man fince

" the fall hath no power to turn to God." No, we might

as foon attempt to fiop the ebbing and flowing of the tide,

O z and
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apd calm the mofl: tempeftuoiis fea, as to imagine that we can

fiibdue, or bring under proper regulations, our qwn un-

ruly wills and afFc6tions by any flrength inherent in our-

selves.

. An4 therefore, that I may keep ypu no longer in fufpence,

I inform you, that this heavenly potter, this ble(Rd agent,

is the Almighty Spirit of God, the Holy Ghoft, the third

perfon in the moil: adorable Trinity, coefiential with the Fa-

ther and the Son. This is that Spirit, which at the begin-

iiin<'- of time moved on the face of the waters, when nature

lay in one univerfal chaos. This was the Spirit that over-

{hadov/ed the Holy Virgin, before that holy thing was born

of her : and this fame Spirit rnufl come, and move upon the

chaos of <5ur fouls, before we can properly be called the fons

of God. This is what John the baptift calls " being bap-

tised with the Holy Gholt," v/ithout vv^hich, his and all other

baptifms, whether iiifant or adult, avail nothing. This is

that fire, which cur Lord came to fend into our earthly

hearts, and which I pray the Lord of all lords to kindle in

pvery unrcnevvcd one this day.

As for the extraordinary operations of the Holy Ghoft, fuch

as working of miracles, or fpeaking with divers kinds of

tongues, they are long fince ceafed. But as for this miracle

of miracles, turning the foul to God by the niore ordinary ope-

rations of the Holy Ghoft, this abides yet, and will abide till

time itfelf fliall be no more. For it is he that fan^^ifjeth us,

and all th,e tied people of God. On this account, true be-

lievers are faid to be " born from above, to be born not of

blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but

of God." Their fecond, as well as their flrft creation, is

truly and purely divine. It is, therefore, called " a crea-

tion ;" but put ye on (fays the apoftle) the new man which

is created"—And hovv ? Even as the fiifl m,an was, " after

God in righteoufnefs ai>d true holinefs."

Thefe, thefe are the precious truths, which a fcoffing

world would fain rally or ridiciile us out of. To produce

this glorious change, this new creation, the glorious JesUS

Jeft his Father's bofom. For this he led a perfecutcd life;

for this he died an ignominious and accurfed death ; for this

he rofe again j and for this he now luteth at the right han^

of
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ofhis Father. All the precepts of his gofpel, all his ordinances,

all his providences, whether of an affli£tiv'e or prorpcrous na-

ture, all divine revelation from the beginning to ihe end, all

center in thefe two points, to lliew us how we are fiillen, and

to begin, carry on, and compleat a glorious and blcflcd chaii?-e

in our fouls. This is an erid worthy of the coming; oF fo

divine a perfonage. To deliver a multitude of foiils of every

nation, language and tongue, from fo many moral evils, and

to reinfrate them in an ircomparably more excellent condition

than that from whence they are fallen, is an end worthy the

fhedding of fuch precious blood. What fyftem of religion is

there now, or was there ever exhibited to the world, rny way
to be compared to this? Can the deiftical fcheme prcie/id in

any degree to come up to it ? Is it not noble, rn:ional, and

truly divine ? And why then will not all that hitherto are

ftrangers to this blefied reftoration of their fallen natures,

(for my heart is too full to abdain any longer from an appli-

cation) why will you any longer difpute or ftand out ajrainft

it ? Why will you not rather bring your clay to this heavenly

Potter, and fay from your inmoft fouls, " Turn us, O good

Lord, and fo (hall we be turned ?'^ This, you may and can

do: and if you go thus far, who knows but that this very

day, yea this very hour, the heavenly Potter may take you in

hand, and make you vefTels of honour fit for the Redeemer's

ufe ? Others that were once as far from the kingdom of God
as you are, have been partakers of this bleflednefs. What a

^vrctched creature was Alary A'lagdalene f And yet out of her

Jesus Christ caft feven devils. Nay, he appeared to her

iirft, after he rofe from the dead, and ihe became as it were
an apoftle to the very apoftles. What a covetous creature

was Zaccheus ? He was a griping cheating publican ; and

yet, perhaps, in one quarter of an hour's time, his heart is

enlarged, and he made quite willing to give half of his goods

to feed the poor. And to mention no more, what a cruel perfon

was Paul. He was a perfecutor, a blafphemer, injurious ; one

that breathed out threatnings againfl: the difciples of the Lord,
and made havoc of the church of Christ. And yet what a

wonderful turn did he meet with, as he was journeying to

Damafcus F from a perfecutor, he became a preacher ; was

afterwards made a fpiritual father to thoufands^ and now pro-

O 3 bably
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ba'aly fits ncarefl the Lord Jesus Christ in glory. An(5

why all this ? That he might be made an example to them

that (hould hereafter believe. O then believe, repent j I be-

feech you, believe the gofpel. Indeed, it is glad tidings, even

tidings of great joy. You will then no loi.ger have any thing

to fay againii the do6^rine of Original 8in\ or charge the

Almighty foolifhly, for fuffering our firft: parents to be pre-

vailed on to cat fuch four grapes, and permitting thereby their

children's teeth to be fet on edge. You will then no longer

cry out againft the do<5trine of the New Birib, as enthufiafm,

or brand the aflertors of fuch bicfled truths with the oppro-

brious names of fools and madmen. Having felt, you will thca

believe ; having believed, you will therefore fpcak. ; and inftead

of being veflels of wrath, and growing harder and harder in hell

'

fire, like vefiels in a potter's oven, you will be made vclVt.ls

of honour, and be prefented at the great day by Jesus, to his

heavenly Father, and be tranilated to live with him as monu-

ments of rich, free> dillinguiihing and fovereign grace, for

ever and ever.

You, that have in fomc degree experienced the quIckening^

influence (for 1 muft not conclude without dropping a word or

two to God's children) you know how to pity, and there-

fore, I befeech you alfo to pray for thofe, to whofe circum-

stances this difcourfe is peculiarly adapted. But will you be

content in praying for them ? Will you not fee reafon to pray

for yourfelves alfo ? Yes, doubtlefs, for yonrfelves alfo. For

you, and you only know, how much there is yet lacking in

your faith, and how far you are from being partakers in that

degree, which you defire to be, of the whole mind that was

in Christ Jesus. You know what a body of fin and death

you carry about with you, and that you mufl neceflarily ex-

pe6l m.any turns of God's providence and grace, before you

will be wholly delivered from it. But thanks be to God, we

are in fare hands. He that has been the autho/, will alfo be the

finifher of our faith. Yet a little while, and we like him fliali

fay *' It is finifhed j" we fhall bow down our heads and give

up the ghofl. Till then, (for to thee, O Lord, will we

now direct our prayer) help us, O Almighty Father^ in pa-

tience to pofTefs our fouls. Behold, we are the clay, and thou

art the Potter. Let not the thing formed fay to him that

formed
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formed it, whatever the difpenr^jions of tby future Will cojl-

cerning us may be. Why doft thou deal with us thus ?

Behold, we put ourfelves as blanks in thi;:c hands, deal

with us as feemeth good in thy fight, only let every

crofs, every afiiiclion, every temptation, be overruled to the

ftamping thy blefled image in more lively chara6ters on our

hearts ; that (o pafling from glory to glory, by the powerful

operations of thy blefled Spirit, we may be made thereby more

and more meet for, and at laft be tranflatcd to a full, perfe6^,

cndlefs, and uninterrupted enjoyment of glory hereafter, with

thee O Father, thee O Son, and thee O blefll*d Spirit ; to

whom, three perfons but one God, be afcribed, as is mofi:

due, all honour, power, might, majefly and dominion, now
and to all eternity, Amen and Amen,

O4 SERMON


